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1
READOUT SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority of Taiwanese Application
No. 103144489, filed on Dec. 19, 2014.

FIELD

The disclosure relates to a readout system, and more
particularly to a readout system that may be capable of
calibration and/or power-saving.

BACKGROUND

Referring to FIG. 1, a conventional readout system 9 is
shown to include a sensing module 91, a converting circuit
92 and an ADC (analog to digital converter) 93.

The sensing module 91 senses an environmental param-
eter, such as acceleration, temperature, humidity, etc., and
includes a variable capacitor (not shown). The variable
capacitor may have a capacitance varying with a magnitude
of the environmental parameter, such as a temperature
magnitude, a humidity magnitude, a variation of accelera-
tion, etc.

The converting circuit 92 detects the capacitance of the
variable capacitor of the sensing module 91 and generates an
analog voltage signal having an amplitude proportional to
the capacitance.

The ADC 93 receives the analog voltage signal from the
converting circuit 92 and converts the analog voltage signal
into an output code.

However, in mass production, the capacitance of the
variable capacitor of each of the aforementioned conven-
tional readout systems 9 may be different due to process
variation, and therefore the output codes provided by dif-
ferent conventional readout systems 9 may be different with
the same environmental parameter. In addition, since users
may not have demands to keep reading the output code when
in a stable environment, continuous output of the output
code may result in unnecessary power consumption.

SUMMARY

Therefore, an object of the disclosure is to provide a
readout system that is capable of calibration.

According to one aspect of the disclosure, the readout
system is provided for generating an output code associated
with an environmental parameter, and includes a sensing
module and a readout module.

The sensing module is disposed to receive an input
voltage signal and is configured to sense the environmental
parameter, and to generate, according to the input voltage
signal and the environmental parameter, a first voltage signal
and a second voltage signal that have a phase difference
therebetween.

The readout module includes a delay-locked loop and a
readout circuit. The delay-locked loop is coupled to the
sensing module for receiving the first and second voltage
signals therefrom, and is configured to output a lagged one
of the first and second voltage signals to serve as a third
voltage signal, and to delay the other one of the first and
second voltage signals by a calibration period associated
with a predetermined value of the environmental parameter
to output a fourth voltage signal. The readout circuit is
disposed to receive the input voltage signal, is coupled to the
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2

delay-locked loop for receiving the third and fourth voltage
signals therefrom, and is configured to convert a phase
difference between the third and fourth voltage signals,
according to the input voltage signal, into the output code
when the readout module operates in a normal operation
mode.

Another object of the disclosure is to provide a readout
system that may be relatively power-saving.

According to another aspect of the disclosure, the readout
system is provided for generating an output code associated
with an environmental parameter, and includes a sensing
module and a readout module.

The sensing module is disposed to receive an input
voltage signal and configured to sense the environmental
parameter, and to generate, according to the input voltage
signal and the environmental parameter, a first voltage signal
and a second voltage signal that have a phase difference
therebetween.

The readout module includes a readout circuit and a
monitoring circuit. The readout circuit is disposed to receive
the input voltage signal and a wakeup signal, is coupled to
the sensing module for receiving the first and second voltage
signals therefrom, and is configured to convert or not covert
the phase difference between the first and second voltage
signals into the output code according to the wakeup signal.
The monitoring circuit is coupled to the sensing module for
receiving the first and second voltage signals therefrom, and
is configured to generate the wakeup signal according to the
first and second voltage signals.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features and advantages of the disclosure will
become apparent in the following detailed description of the
embodiments with reference to the accompanying drawings,
of which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a conventional
readout system;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a first embodiment
of the readout system according to this disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a delay
circuit of the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a readout
circuit of the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a moni-
toring circuit of the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a timing diagram illustrating relationships
among signals of the first embodiment when a readout
module thereof operates in a calibration mode;

FIG. 7 is a timing diagram illustrating relationships
among the signals of the first embodiment when the readout
module thereof operates in a normal operation mode;

FIG. 8 is a timing diagram illustrating relationships
among the signals of the monitoring circuit when the first
embodiment operates in a stable environment;

FIGS. 9-11 are timing diagrams illustrating relationships
among the signals of the monitoring circuit with different
variations of the environmental parameter;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a second embodi-
ment of the readout system according to this disclosure;

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating a third embodiment
of the readout system according to this disclosure;

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating a fourth embodi-
ment of the readout system according to this disclosure; and
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FIG. 15 is a schematic circuit diagram depicting an
exemplary implementation of a determining unit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before the disclosure is described in greater detail, it
should be noted that like elements are denoted by the same
reference numerals throughout the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 2, the first embodiment of the readout
system according to this disclosure is configured to generate
an output code (D, ;) associated with an environmental
parameter (e.g., acceleration, temperature, humidity, etc.),
and includes a sensing module 1 and a readout module 2.
The readout module 2 includes a first DLL (delay-locked
loop) 21, a readout circuit 22 and a monitoring circuit 23.
The output code (D,.,) may reflect a magnitude or a
variation of the environmental parameter. In this embodi-
ment, the environmental parameter is ambient humidity of
an environment in which the sensing module 1 is located,
and the output code (D, ;) reflects a magnitude of the
ambient humidity.

The sensing module 1 senses the environmental param-
eter, receives an input voltage signal (V) that has a
rectangular waveform, and generates, according to the input
voltage signal (V) and the environmental parameter, a first
voltage signal (V1) and a second voltage signal (V2) that
have a first phase difference between positive edges thereof.
In this embodiment, the sensing module 1 outputs the input
voltage signal (V) to serve as the second voltage signal
(V2), and includes a resistor (R1), a capacitor (C1) and a
comparator 11. The resistor (R1) has a first terminal receiv-
ing the input voltage signal (V,), and a second terminal.
The capacitor (C1) is coupled between the second terminal
of the resistor (R1) and a reference node, e.g., ground, and
has a capacitance associated with a current environmental
parameter. As an example, the capacitance may become
greater with higher humidity. The comparator 11 has an
input terminal coupled to the second terminal of the resistor
(R1), and outputs the first voltage signal (V1). The com-
parator 11 receives a voltage (V) across the capacitor (C1),
and the first voltage signal (V1) is logic “1” when the
voltage (V) is greater than a predetermined threshold
voltage, and is logic “0” when otherwise. In this embodi-
ment, the comparator 11 is a Schmitt trigger, and the
predetermined threshold voltage is between OV and a power-
source voltage. In other embodiments, the comparator 11
may be implemented using other types of comparator cir-
cuits.

When the input voltage signal (V) transitions from logic
“0” to logic “1” (i.e., the positive edge), the voltage (V)
across the capacitor (C1) gradually increases from logic “0”
(e.g., OV) to logic “1” (e.g., the power-source voltage), so
that the positive edge of the second voltage signal (V2) leads
the positive edge of the first voltage signal (V1). Since a time
constant that represents a duration of charging the capacitor
(C1) is associated with a product of a resistance value of the
resistor (R1) and a capacitance value of the capacitor (C1),
and since the capacitance value of the capacitor (C1) is
associated with the humidity, the first phase difference is
associated with the environmental parameter (i.e., the
humidity).

The first DLL 21 of the readout module 2 is coupled to the
sensing module 1 for receiving the first and second voltage
signals (V1, V2) therefrom, outputs the first voltage signal
(V1) that lags the second voltage signal (V2) to serve as a
third voltage signal (V3), delays the second voltage signal
(V2) by a calibration period associated with a predetermined
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4

value of the environmental parameter to output a fourth
voltage signal (V4), and outputs a calibration indication
signal (LOCK). The first DLL 21 includes a delay circuit
211, a phase detector 212 and a determining unit 213.

The delay circuit 211 is coupled to the first terminal of the
first resistor (R1) of the sensing module 1 for receiving the
second voltage signal (V2) therefrom, and generates the
fourth voltage signal (V4) according to a control signal
(SC1) that indicates the calibration period.

Referring to FIG. 3, the delay circuit 211 includes first to
N* delay cells 214 that are coupled together one by one. In
this embodiment, the control signal (SC1) has 2N bits of
SC1[N-1:0] and SCI[N-1:0] that have complementary
logic values, where SC[N-1] is always logic 1 and
SCI[N-1] is always logic 0. The first delay cell 214 is
configured, based upon the logic values of the bits SC1[0]
and SCI[0], to invert an input signal thereof which serves as
an input signal of the delay circuit 211 (e.g., the second
voltage signal (V2)) and output the inverted input signal to
the second delay cell 214, or to delay the input signal thereof
and output the delayed input signal to serve as an output
signal thereof. Similarly, the K (K=2, 3, . . ., N-1) delay
cell 214 is configured, based upon the logic values of the bits
SC1[K-1] and SCI[K-T], to invert an input signal thereof
(i.e., the inverted input signal of the (K-1)" delay cell 214),
and output the inverted input signal to the (K+1)” delay cell
214, or to delay the input signal, and output the delayed
input signal to the (K-1)” delay cell 214. The N delay cell
214 is configured to delay an input signal thereof, and output
the delayed input signal to the (N-1)” delay cell 214. In this
embodiment, the output signal of the first delay cell 214 is
the output signal of the delay circuit 211, i.e., the fourth
voltage signal (V4).

Hereinafter, it is exemplified that N=4 to facilitate
describing the operation of the delay circuit 211. According
to the logic circuit illustrated in FIG. 3, when the control
signal SC1[3:0]=1000, the input signal of the delay circuit
211 is outputted after being delayed by the first to fourth
delay cells 214. When the control signal SC1[3:0]=1100, the
input signal of the delay circuit 211 is outputted after being
delayed by the first to third delay cells 214. When the control
signal SC1[3:0]=1110, the input signal of the delay circuit
211 is outputted after being delayed by the first and second
delay cells 214. When the control signal SC1[3:0]=1111, the
input signal of the delay circuit 211 is outputted after being
delayed by only the first delay cell 214. It is noted that each
of the delay cells 214 is configured to delay the input signal
thereof by the same unit period. Accordingly, via the control
signal (SC1) that determines a number of the delay cells 214
which the second voltage signal (V2) passes, the delay
circuit 211 may delay the second voltage signal (V2) by the
required period, i.e., the calibration period, to obtain the
fourth voltage signal (V4).

In this embodiment, each of the delay cells 214 is com-
posed of four NAND gates, one of which is a dummy NAND
gate (D) for load balance. In other embodiments, the delay
cells 214 may be implemented using other conventional
logic components.

Referring back to FIG. 2, the phase detector 212 is
coupled to the comparator 11 for receiving the first voltage
signal (V1), which serves as the third voltage signal (V3),
and to the delay circuit 211 for receiving the fourth voltage
signal (V4) therefrom, and detects phases of the third and
fourth voltage signals (V3, V4) so as to generate a first phase
detection signal.

In this embodiment, the phase detector 212 is a D flip-
flop, and has a clock terminal (CLK) receiving the first
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voltage signal (V1), a data terminal (D) receiving the fourth
voltage signal (V4), and an output terminal (Q) outputting
the first phase detection signal that is logic “1” when the
positive edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4) leads the
positive edge of the first voltage signal (V1) (equivalent to
the third voltage signal (V3)), and that is logic “0” when the
positive edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4) lags the
positive edge of the third voltage signal (V3).

The determining unit 213 is coupled to the phase detector
212 for receiving the first phase detection signal therefrom,
and generates, according to the first phase detection signal,
a calibration indication signal (LOCK) and the control signal
(SC1) that is provided to the delay circuit 211. Detailed
operation of the determining unit 213 will be described
hereinafter.

The readout circuit 22 is coupled to the first DLL 21 for
receiving the third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4)
therefrom, receives the input voltage signal (V) and a
wakeup signal (V;), determines to convert or not convert a
second phase difference between the third and fourth voltage
signals (V3, V4) into the output code (D,,;) according to
the input voltage signal (V,,,) and the wakeup signal (V;),
and converts the second phase difference into the output
code (D) according to the input voltage signal (V) and
the wakeup signal (V) when determined to do so.

Referring to FIG. 4, the readout circuit 22 includes an
XOR gate (XOR1), an AND gate (AND1), a DCO (digital
controlled oscillator) and a counter 222.

The XOR gate (XOR1) has a first input terminal and a
second input terminal coupled to the first DLLL 21 for
respectively receiving the third and fourth voltage signals
(V3, V4) therefrom, and an output terminal.

The AND gate (AND1) has a first input terminal receiving
the input voltage signal (V,,), a second input terminal
coupled to the output terminal of the XOR gate (XOR1), and
an output terminal.

The DCO is coupled to the output terminal of the AND
gate (AND1), receives the wakeup signal (V;), and gener-
ates or does not generate an oscillating signal (V) accord-
ing to the wakeup signal (V ;) and a signal (V) at the output
terminal of the AND gate (AND1). In this embodiment, the
DCO outputs the oscillating signal (V) only when both of
the wakeup signal (V) and the signal (V) are logic “I’s”,
and outputs logic “0” or logic “1” constantly when other-
wise. The DCO includes an AND gate (AND2), a NAND
gate (NAND1) and a delay circuit 221. The AND gate
(AND2) has a first input terminal coupled to the output
terminal of the AND gate (AND1), a second input terminal,
and an output terminal. The NAND gate (NAND1) has a first
input terminal receiving the wakeup signal (V;), a second
input terminal coupled to the output terminal of the AND
gate (AND2), and an output terminal. The delay circuit 221
receives and delays a signal (e.g., the oscillating signal (V)
at the output terminal of the NAND gate (NAND1) by an
oscillator period for subsequent provision of a signal (V)
thus delayed to the second input terminal of the AND gate
(AND?2). The delay circuit 221 may be implemented using
the circuit structure shown in FIG. 3, but a number of the
delay cells 214 thereof may be different from that of the
delay circuit 211. In this embodiment, the delay circuit 221
of'the DCO receives a control signal (SC2) that indicates the
oscillator period to determine an oscillating frequency of the
oscillating signal (V), and that may be provided by other
external circuits or be given a fixed value.

The counter 222 receives the input voltage signal (V,)),
is coupled to the DCO for receiving the oscillating signal
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6

(Vp) therefrom, and generates the output code (D7)
according to the input voltage signal (V) and the oscillat-
ing signal (V).

The counter 222 resets the output code (D7) to zero
when the input voltage signal (V) is logic “0”, and adds
one to the output code (D, 7) when the oscillating signal
(Vp) transitions from logic “0” to logic “1” (i.e., upon a
positive edge of the oscillating signal (V)) and when the
input voltage signal (V) is logic “1”, so as to count a
number of positive edges of the oscillating signal (V)
during one positive cycle of the input voltage signal (V).
Since the frequency of the oscillating signal (V) is a
controllable known parameter and since the oscillating sig-
nal (V) is only provided when both of the signal (V) and
the wakeup signal (V) are logic “1’s”, the second phase
difference between the third and fourth voltage signals (V3,
V4) may be acquired via the output code (D), to thereby
derive the magnitude of the humidity.

Referring to FIG. 2, the monitoring circuit 23 is coupled
to the first DLL 21 for receiving therefrom the calibration
indication signal (LOCK), the third voltage signal (V3) and
the fourth voltage signal (V4), and generates the wakeup
signal (V,;), which is provided to the readout circuit 22,
according to the calibration indication signal (LOCK), the
third voltage signal (V3) and the fourth voltage signal (V4).
In this embodiment, the monitoring circuit 23 includes a
second DLL 231 and a detecting unit 236, as shown in FIG.
5.

The second DLL 231 is coupled to the first DLL 21 for
receiving the third and fourth voltage signals (V3, v4)
therefrom, outputs the third voltage signal (V3) to serve as
a fifth voltage signal (V5), and delays the fourth voltage
signal (V4) by a monitoring period associated with the
second phase difference between the third and fourth voltage
signals (V3, v4) to output a sixth voltage signal (V6). In this
embodiment, the second DLL 231 includes a delay circuit
232, a phase detector 233 and a determining unit 234. The
delay circuit 232 receives a control signal (SC3) that indi-
cates the monitoring period, is coupled to the first DLLL 21
for receiving the fourth voltage signal (V4) therefrom, and
generates the sixth voltage signal (V6) according to the
fourth voltage signal (V4) and the control signal (SC3). The
delay circuit 232 may be implemented using the circuit
structure shown in FIG. 3, but a number of the delay cells
214 thereof may be different from that of the delay circuit
211.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, the phase detector 233 is
coupled to the first DLL 21 for receiving the third voltage
signal (V3) therefrom, which serves as the fifth voltage
signal (V5), to the delay circuit 232 for receiving the sixth
voltage signal (V6) therefrom, and generates a second phase
detection signal according to phases of the third and sixth
voltage signals (V3, V6), equivalent to the phases of the fifth
and sixth voltage signals (V5, V6). In this embodiment, the
phase detector 233 is a D flip-flop that has the same structure
as that of the phase detector 212, and has a clock terminal
(CLK) receiving the third voltage signal (V3), a data termi-
nal (D) receiving the sixth voltage signal (V6), and an output
terminal (Q) outputting the second phase detection signal.

The determining unit 234 is coupled to the phase detector
233 for receiving the second phase detection signal there-
from, and generates according to the second phase detection
signal the control signal (SC3) that is provided to the delay
circuit 232 and that indicates the monitoring period.
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Referring to FIG. 5, the detecting unit 236 includes a first
delay circuit 237, a second delay circuit 238, a first flip-flop
(DFF1), a second flip-flop (DFF2) and a NAND gate
(NAND2).

The first delay circuit 237 is coupled to the second DLL
231 for receiving the fifth voltage signal (V5) therefrom, and
delays the fifth voltage signal (V5) by a predetermined first
delay period to output a delayed fifth voltage signal (V5D).

The second delay circuit 238 is coupled to the second
DLL 231 for receiving the sixth voltage signal (V6) there-
from, and delays the sixth voltage signal (V6) by a prede-
termined second delay period to output a delayed sixth
voltage signal (V6D). It is noted that each of the first and
second delay circuits 237, 238 may be implemented using
the circuit structure shown in FIG. 3, but a number of the
delay cells 214 thereof may be different from that of the
delay circuit 211. In this embodiment, the first and second
delay circuits 237, 238 respectively receive control signals
(SC4, SC5) that respectively indicate the first predetermined
delay period and the second predetermined delay period, and
that may be provided by other external circuits or be given
respective fixed values.

The first flip-flop (DFF1) has a reset terminal coupled to
the first DLL 21 for receiving the calibration indication
signal (LOCK) therefrom, a clock terminal (CLK) coupled
to the first delay circuit 237 for receiving the delayed fifth
voltage signal (V5D) therefrom, a data terminal (D) coupled
to the second DLL 231 for receiving the sixth voltage signal
(V6) therefrom, and an output terminal (Q).

The second flip-flop (DFF2) has a reset terminal coupled
to the first DLL 21 for receiving the calibration indication
signal (LOCK) therefrom, a clock terminal (CLK) coupled
to the second delay circuit 238 for receiving the delayed
sixth voltage signal (V6D) therefrom, a data terminal (D)
coupled to the second DLL 231 for receiving the fifth
voltage signal (V5) therefrom, and an output terminal (Q). In
this embodiment, each of the first and second flip-flops
(DFF1, DFF2) is a D flip-flop.

The NAND gate (NAND?2) has a first input terminal and
a second input terminal respectively coupled to the output
terminals of the first and second flip-flops (DFF1, DFF2),
and an output terminal to output the wakeup signal (V).

Referring to FIG. 2, the readout module 2 may operate in
a calibration mode, a normal operation mode or a power-
saving mode.

Users may place the sensing module 1 in an environment
which has a predetermined environmental parameter (e.g., a
relative humidity of 0%), and cause the readout module 2 to
operate in the calibration mode by, for example, manually
setting the calibration indication signal (LOCK) to a first
logic value (e.g., logic “0”). In the calibration mode, the first
DLL 21 adjusts the calibration period to substantially equal
the first phase difference between the positive edges of the
first and second voltage signals (V1, V2), so as to cause the
third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4) to be in-phase, and
the output code (D7) to be zero.

FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary relationships among signals
in the calibration mode, and only one positive edge of the
square-wave input voltage signal (V) is plotted therein for
simplifying description. In this example, the sensing module
1 is placed in an environment with a relative humidity of 0%,
and the capacitance of the capacitor (C1) is a first reference
value. In this example, it is assumed that the first phase
difference by which the positive edge of the first voltage
signal (V1) lags the positive edge of the second voltage
signal (V2) is T1, and a time delay (i.e., the calibration
period) caused by the delay circuit 211 is T2, so that the
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positive edge of the third voltage signal (V3) lags the
positive edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4) by T1-T2.
When the positive edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4)
leads the positive edge of the third voltage signal (V3), the
first phase detection signal outputted by the phase detector
212 is logic “1”, and the determining unit 213 adjusts,
according to the first phase detection signal being logic “17,
the control signal (SC1) for controlling the delay circuit 211
to induce a longer T2, thereby reducing the phase difference
between the positive edges of the third and fourth voltage
signals (V3, V4). In contrast, when the positive edge of the
fourth voltage signal (V4) lags the positive edge of the third
voltage signal (V3), the first phase detection signal outputted
by the phase detector 212 is logic “0”, and the determining
unit 213 adjusts, according to the first phase detection signal
being logic “0”, the control signal (SC1) for controlling the
delay circuit 211 to induce a shorter T2, thereby reducing the
phase difference between the positive edges of the third and
fourth voltage signals (V3, V4).

In other words, the determining unit 213 adjusts the
calibration period according to the first phase detection
signal until the phase difference between the positive edges
of the third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4) substantially
equals zero, i.e., until the third and fourth voltage signals
(V3, V4) are in-phase, when the readout module 2 operates
in the calibration mode. Referring to FIG. 6, the positive
edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4) is gradually delayed
from the dotted-line position to the solid-line position that is
aligned with the positive edge of the third voltage signal
(V3). Referring to FIG. 4, when the third and fourth voltage
signals (V3, V4) are in-phase, the calibration period (T2)
equals the first phase difference (T1) between the positive
edges of the first and second voltage signals (V1, V2), the
DCO of the readout circuit 22 outputs logic “17”, and the
output code (D) reads zero.

It is noted that “in-phase” herein may not refer to ideally
perfect phase alignment or zero phase difference. In practice,
since phase alignment may be limited to a resolution of the
delay circuit 211, i.e., a time delay that may be induced by
each delay cell 214, “in-phase” herein may refer to a phase
difference smaller than the resolution of the delay circuit
211.

Accordingly, when the third and fourth voltage signals
(V3, V4) are in-phase, the first phase detection signal
outputted by the phase detector 212 of the first DLL 21 may
continuously periodically change by turns between logic “0”
and logic “1”. The determining unit 213 may change the
logic value of the calibration indication signal (LOCK) (e.g.,
from logic “0” to logic “1”’) upon determining that a number
of changes for the logic value of the first phase detection
signal reaches a predetermined number (for example, a
sequence of 01010101 involves seven changes), thereby
locking the control signal (SC1) that indicates the first phase
difference to serve as the calibration period, and causing the
readout module 2 to operate in the normal operation mode.

An exemplary implementation of the determining unit
213 is illustrated in FIG. 15.

In the normal operation mode, the calibration indication
signal (LOCK) has a second logic value (e.g., logic “1”) that
is different from the first logic value, the monitoring circuit
23 determines that a variation of the environmental param-
eter does not fall within a predetermined variation range
according to the third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4),
and generates the wakeup signal (V) having a third logic
value (e.g., logic “1”), and the readout circuit 22 outputs the
output code (D, ;) that is associated with the current
environmental parameter.
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FIG. 7 illustrates exemplary relationships among signals
in the normal operation mode. In this example, the sensing
module 1 is placed in an environment with a to-be-measured
environmental parameter, for example, with a relative
humidity higher than 0%. In such an environment, the
capacitance of the capacitor (C1) is greater than the first
reference value. The first phase difference by which the
positive edge of the first voltage signal (V1) lags the positive
edge of the second voltage signal (V2) is T3, while the time
delay caused by the delay circuit 211 on the second voltage
signal (V2) is the calibration period (12) that substantially
equals the first phase difference (T1) in the calibration mode
(see FIG. 6). Accordingly, the second phase difference by
which the positive edge of the third voltage signal (V3) lags
the positive edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4) is T3-T1.

Referring to FIG. 4, when each of the input voltage signal
(V ), the wakeup signal (V) and the signal (V) at the
output terminal of the XOR gate (XOR1) is logic “1”, the
DCO outputs the oscillating signal (V) with a known
oscillating frequency. Accordingly, the second phase differ-
ence between the positive edges of the third and fourth
voltage signals (V3, V4) may be acquired from the output
code (D7), and the humidity may be known based on a
correspondence between the second phase difference and the
humidity.

Therefore, even if the capacitors (C1) of the sensing
modules 1 of different readout systems may be different due
to process variation, the difference thereamong may be
calibrated via operating the readout modules 2 of the readout
systems in the calibration mode with the same environmen-
tal parameter and obtaining the same output code (D, 7).
Then, the current environmental parameter may be sensed/
measured by operating the readout system in the normal
operation mode.

Referring to FIG. 4, in the power-saving mode, the
monitoring circuit 23 generates the wakeup signal (V)
having a fourth logic value (e.g., logic “0”) that is different
from the third logic value, and the readout module 2 does not
convert the second phase difference into the output code
(Doyp), thereby reducing power consumption.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, when the readout module 2
operates in the normal operation mode or the power-saving
mode, the monitoring circuit 23 determines whether or not
a variation of the environmental parameter falls within the
predetermined variation range according to the third and
fourth voltage signals (V3, V4). The monitoring circuit 23
generates the wakeup signal (V ;) at the fourth logic value
that causes the readout module 2 to operate in the power-
saving mode when determining that the variation of the
environmental parameter falls within the predetermined
variation range, and generates the wakeup signal (V) at the
third logic value that causes the readout module 2 to operate
in the normal operation mode when otherwise.

FIG. 8 is a timing diagram to exemplarily illustrate
operation of the monitoring circuit 23, where the predeter-
mined first and second delay periods applied by the delay
circuits 237, 238 are respectively assumed to be P1 and P2.
Referring to FIGS. 2, 5 and 8, the sensing module 1 is
assumed to be placed in a stable environment in which the
to-be-measured environmental parameter is stable (e.g., the
relative humidity maintains at 50%), and it is assumed that
the second phase difference by which the positive edge of
the third voltage signal (V3) lags the positive edge of the
fourth voltage signal (V4) is T4. The determining unit 234
of the second DLL 231 of the monitoring circuit 23 adjusts
the control signal (SC3) according to the second phase
detection signal outputted by the phase detector 233, so as
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to control the time delay (i.e., the monitoring period) applied
to the fourth voltage signal (V4) to generate the sixth voltage
signal (V6) until the fifth and sixth voltage signals (V5, V6)
are in-phase. At this time, the time delay applied to the
fourth voltage signal equals T4.

When the fifth and sixth voltage signals (V5, V6) are
in-phase, i.e., the time delay applied to the fourth voltage
signal (V4) by the delay circuit 232 is T4, the wakeup signal
(V) transitions from logic “1” to logic “0”, the DCO of the
readout circuit 22 stops output of the oscillating signal (V)
to thereby reduce power consumption, and the readout
module 2 starts to operate in the power-saving mode. It is
noted that the algorithm of adjusting the fifth and sixth
voltage signals (V5, V6) to be in-phase by the determining
unit 234 may be the same as that of adjusting the third and
fourth voltage signals (V3, V4) to be in-phase by the
determining unit 213.

Referring to FIGS. 2, 5 and 9, under the power-saving
mode, when the environmental parameter has a small varia-
tion with respect to the stable environment, for example, the
relative humidity changes from 50% to 52%, the capacitance
of the capacitor (C1) increases, and the second phase dif-
ference by which the positive edge of the third voltage signal
(V3) lags the positive edge of the fourth voltage signal (V4)
is T5. If (T5-T4)<P2, i.e., the variation of the second phase
difference resulting from the increment (2%) of the humidity
is smaller than the predetermined second delay period, the
wakeup signal (V) is still logic “0” based on the wave-
forms of the fifth voltage signal (V5), the sixth voltage
signal (V6), the delayed fifth voltage signal (V5D) and the
delayed sixth voltage signal (V6D), so that the readout
module 2 remains operating in the power-saving mode.

Referring to FIGS. 2, 5 and 10, under the power-saving
mode, when the environmental parameter has a greater
increment with respect to the stable environment, for
example, the relative humidity changes from 50% to 60%,
the capacitance of the capacitor (C1) increases, and the
second phase difference by which the positive edge of the
third voltage signal (V3) lags the positive edge of the fourth
voltage signal (V4) is T6. If (T6-T4)>P2, i.e., the variation
of the second phase difference resulting from the increment
(10%) of the humidity is greater than the predetermined
second delay period, the wakeup signal (V) transitions
from logic “0” to logic “1” at the positive edge of the sixth
voltage signal (V6) based on the waveforms of the fifth
voltage signal (V5), the sixth voltage signal (V6), the
delayed fifth voltage signal (V5D) and the delayed sixth
voltage signal (V6D), so that the readout module 2 starts to
operate in the normal operation mode.

Referring to FIGS. 2, 5 and 11, under the power-saving
mode, when the environmental parameter has a greater
reduction with respect to the stable environment, for
example, the relative humidity changes from 50% to 45%,
the capacitance of the capacitor (C1) decreases, and the
second phase difference by which the positive edge of the
third voltage signal (V3) lags the positive edge of the fourth
voltage signal (V4) is T7. If (T4-T7)>P1, i.e., the variation
of the second phase difference resulting from the decrement
(5%) of the humidity is greater than the predetermined first
delay period, the wakeup signal (V ;) transitions from logic
“0” to logic “1” at the positive edge of the delayed fifth
voltage signal (V5D) based on the waveforms of the fifth
voltage signal (V5), the sixth voltage signal (V6), the
delayed fifth voltage signal (V5D) and the delayed sixth
voltage signal (V6D), so that the readout module 2 starts to
operate in the normal operation mode.
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Accordingly, the predetermined variation range for the
environmental parameter may be determined by the prede-
termined first and second delay periods (P1, P2), such that
the readout module 2 operates in the power-saving mode to
reduce power consumption when the variation of the envi-
ronmental parameter falls within the predetermined varia-
tion range, and operates in the normal operation mode to
correctly reflect the magnitude of the environmental param-
eter when the variation of the environmental parameter falls
out of the predetermined variation range.

Referring to FIG. 12, the second embodiment of the
readout system according to the disclosure is shown to be
similar to the first embodiment, and differs in the sensing
module 1 and the first DLL 21 of the readout module 2.

In this embodiment, the sensing module 1 includes a first
resistor (R1), a second resistor (R2), a first capacitor (C1),
a second capacitor (C2), a first comparator 11 and a second
comparator 12. The environmental parameter may be an
acceleration component applied to the sensing module 1
along a first direction. The capacitance of one of the first and
second capacitors (C1, C2) is positively correlated to the
current environmental parameter, and the capacitance of the
other one of the first and second capacitors (C1, C2) is
negatively correlated to the current environmental param-
eter.

It is noted that, in this embodiment, the environmental
parameter is associated with acceleration, and the output
code (D) reflects variation of the acceleration. In other
embodiments, the environmental parameter may be associ-
ated with other environmental variable that may employ the
first and second capacitors (C1, C2), which respectively
have positive and negative correlations to the environmental
parameter.

The first resistor (R1) has a first terminal receiving the
input voltage signal (V ), and a second terminal.

The first capacitor (C1) is coupled between the second
terminal of the first resistor (R1) and ground, and has a
capacitance positively correlated to the current environmen-
tal parameter.

The first comparator 11 has an input terminal coupled to
the second terminal of the first resistor (R1), and outputs the
first voltage signal (V1).

The second resistor (R2) has a first terminal receiving the
input voltage signal (V,,), and a second terminal.

The second capacitor (C2) is coupled between the second
terminal of the second resistor (R2) and ground, and has a
capacitance negatively correlated to the environmental
parameter.

The second comparator 12 has an input terminal coupled
to the second terminal of the second resistor (R2), and
outputs the second voltage signal (V2). In this embodiment,
the function of each of the first and second comparators 11,
12 is the same as that of the comparator 11 of the first
embodiment.

It is noted that the acceleration resulting from gravity is
not considered hereinafter for simplifying the following
descriptions. In this embodiment, when the acceleration
component applied to the sensing module 1 along the first
direction is positive, the capacitance of the first capacitor
(C1) increases and the capacitance of the second capacitor
(C2) decreases. In contrast, when the acceleration compo-
nent applied to the sensing module 1 along the first direction
is negative, the capacitance of the first capacitor (C1)
decreases and the capacitance of the second capacitor (C2)
increases. The absolute values of the capacitance variations
of'the first and second capacitors (C1, C2) are equal, and are
associated with the absolute value of the variation of the
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acceleration component. Accordingly, in this embodiment,
the positive edge of the second voltage signal (V2) may
either lead or lag the positive edge of the first voltage signal
VD).

The first DLL 21 of the readout module 2 generates a
phase indication signal (RL) that indicates the lead/lag
relationship between phases of the first and second voltage
signals (V1, V2), and includes a first phase detector 215, a
first multiplexer (MUX1), a second multiplexer (MUX2), a
delay circuit 217, a second phase detector 216 and a deter-
mining unit 218.

The first phase detector 215 is coupled to the first and
second comparators 11, 12 for respectively receiving the
first and second voltage signals (V1, V2) therefrom, and
detects the phases of the first and second voltage signals
(V1, V2) so as to generate the phase indication signal (RL).
In this embodiment, the first phase detector is a D flip-flop
having a clock terminal (CLK) receiving the first voltage
signal (V1) and a data terminal (D) receiving the second
voltage signal (V2).

The first multiplexer (MUX1) is coupled to the first phase
detector 215, the first comparator 11 and the second com-
parator 12 for respectively receiving therefrom the phase
indication signal (RL), the first voltage signal (V1) and the
second voltage signal (V2), and outputs, according to the
phase indication signal (RL), a lagged one of the first and
second voltage signals (V1, V2) to serve as the third voltage
signal (V3).

The second multiplexer (MUX2) is coupled to the first
phase detector 215, the first comparator 11 and the second
comparator 12 for respectively receiving therefrom the
phase indication signal (RL), the first voltage signal (V1)
and the second voltage signal (V2), and outputs, according
to the phase indication signal (RL), a leading one of the first
and second voltage signals (V1, V2) to serve as a phase-lead
signal.

In this embodiment, operations of the delay circuit 217,
the second phase detector 216 and the determining unit 218
are respectively the same as those of the delay circuit 211,
the phase detector 212 and the determining unit 213 of the
first embodiment.

The delay circuit 217 is coupled to the second multiplexer
(MUX2) for receiving the leading one of the first and second
voltage signals (V1, V2), i.e., the phase-lead signal, and
delays the same by the calibration period indicated by a
control signal (SC6) to serve as the fourth voltage signal
(V4). The delay circuit 217 may be implemented in a
structure as shown in FIG. 3, but may have a different
number of the delay cells 214.

The second phase detector 216 is coupled to the first
multiplexer (MUX1) and the delay circuit 217 for respec-
tively receiving the third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4)
therefrom, and detects phases of the third and fourth voltage
signals (V3, V4) so as to output the first phase detection
signal. In this embodiment, the second phase detector 216
may be a D flip-flop.

The determining unit 218 is coupled to the second phase
detector 216 for receiving the first phase detection signal
therefrom, and to the delay circuit 217, and generates,
according to the first phase detection signal, the control
signal (SC6) that is provided to the delay circuit 217, and the
calibration indication signal (LOCK). The determining unit
218 may be the same as the determining unit 213 of the first
embodiment.

In the second embodiment, for example, when the accel-
eration component along the first direction is zero, each of
the first and second capacitors (C1, C2) has a capacitance of
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approximately 200 fF. Acceleration of 1 G may lead to a
capacitance variation of 1 fF, while a deviation of the
capacitance due to process variation may be roughly 5 fF to
10 {F. Therefore, it is important to calibrate the deviation by
use of the first DLL 21 to apply a delay of the calibration
period. In addition, the output code (D) is outputted to
reflect the environmental parameter via the capacitance
variation, thereby achieving both a wider dynamic range and
a higher resolution in comparison to the aforesaid conven-
tional technique that uses an ADC to directly detect the
voltage across the variable capacitor.

Referring to FIG. 13, the third embodiment of the readout
system according to this disclosure is shown to be similar to
the first embodiment, and differs in that the readout module
2 of the third embodiment does not include the first DLL 21
(see FIG. 2), and the third and fourth voltage signals (V3,
V4) of the first embodiment are replaced by the first and
second voltage signals (V1, V2). In other words, the XOR
gate (XOR1, see FIG. 4) of the readout circuit 22 is coupled
to the sensing module 1 for receiving the first and second
voltage signals (V1, V2) therefrom; the delay circuit 232
(see FIG. 5) of the second DLL 231 and the phase detector
233 of the monitoring circuit 23 are coupled to the sensing
module 1 for respectively receiving the second and first
voltage signals (V2, V1) therefrom; no calibration indication
signal (LOCK, see FIG. 5) is provided to the monitoring
circuit 23, and the first and second flip-flops (DFF1, DFF2,
see FIG. 5) have the reset terminals thereof floating or have
no reset terminals; and the wakeup signal (V) is generated
based on the first and second voltage signals (V1, V2) that
correspond to the third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4,
see FIG. 5) of the first embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 14, the fourth embodiment of the
readout system according to this disclosure is shown to be
similar to the third embodiment, and differs in that the
sensing module 1 of the fourth embodiment includes a first
resistor (R1), a second resistor (R2), a first capacitor (C1),
a second capacitor (C2), a first comparator 11, a second
comparator (12), a phase detector 215, a first multiplexer
(MUX1) and a second multiplexer (MUX2). Similar to the
third embodiment, no calibration indication signal (LOCK,
see FIG. 5) is provided to the monitoring circuit 23, the first
and second flip-flops (DFF1, DFF2, see FIG. 5) have the
reset terminals thereof floating or have no reset terminals,
and the wakeup signal (V;) is generated based on the first
and second voltage signals (V1, V2) that correspond to the
third and fourth voltage signals (V3, V4, see FIG. 5) of the
first embodiment.

In this embodiment, the first resistor (R1) has a first
terminal receiving the input voltage signal (V.,), and a
second terminal.

The first capacitor (C1) is coupled between the second
terminal of the first resistor (R1) and ground, and has a
capacitance positively correlated to the current environmen-
tal parameter.

The first comparator 11 has an input terminal coupled to
the second terminal of the first resistor (R1), and outputs a
first intermediate signal (V1M).

The second resistor (R2) has a first terminal receiving the
input voltage signal (V,,), and a second terminal.

The second capacitor (C2) is coupled between the second
terminal of the second resistor (R2) and ground, and has a
capacitance negatively correlated to the environmental
parameter.

The second comparator 12 has an input terminal coupled
to the second terminal of the second resistor (R2), and
outputs a second intermediate signal (V2M). In this embodi-
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ment, the function of each of the first and second compara-
tors 11, 12 is the same as that of the comparator 11 of the first
embodiment. The phase detector 215 is coupled to the first
and second comparators 11, 12 for respectively receiving the
first and second intermediate signals (VIM, V2M) there-
from, and detects the phases of the first and second inter-
mediate signals (VIM, V2M) so as to generate the phase
indication signal (RL).

The first multiplexer (MUX1) is coupled to the phase
detector 215, the first comparator 11 and the second com-
parator 12 for respectively receiving therefrom the phase
indication signal (RL), the first intermediate signal (V1M)
and the second intermediate signal (V2M), and outputs,
according to the phase indication signal (RL), a lagged one
of the first and second intermediate signals (VIM, V2M) to
serve as the first voltage signal (V1).

The second multiplexer (MUX2) is coupled to the phase
detector 215, the first comparator 11 and the second com-
parator 12 for respectively receiving therefrom the phase
indication signal (RL), the first intermediate signal (V1M)
and the second intermediate signal (V2M), and outputs,
according to the phase indication signal (RL), a leading one
of the first and second intermediate signals (VIM, V2M) to
serve as the second voltage signal (V2).

It is noted that, although the third and fourth embodiments
do not include the first DLL 21 as described in the first
embodiment and lack the function of calibrating the devia-
tion caused by the process variation, the monitoring circuit
23 enables the readout module 2 to operate in the power-
saving mode to reduce power consumption.

In summary, the first DLL 21 of this disclosure may be
used for calibration by applying a delay equal to the cali-
bration period, such that even if the sensing modules 1 of
respective readout systems may have different first phase
differences due to the process variations, the same output
code may be obtained with the same environmental param-
eter. In addition, the monitoring circuit 23 of this disclosure
may determine whether or not the variation of the environ-
mental parameter falls within the predetermined variation
range, to thereby enable the readout module 2 to operate in
the power-saving mode and thus reduce power consumption.

While the disclosure has been described in connection
with what is(are) considered the exemplary embodiment(s),
it is understood that this disclosure is not limited to the
disclosed embodiment(s) but is intended to cover various
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifi-
cations and equivalent arrangements.

What is claimed is:

1. A readout system for generating an output code asso-
ciated with an environmental parameter, said readout system
comprising:

a sensing module disposed to receive an input voltage
signal and configured to sense the environmental
parameter, and to generate, according to the input
voltage signal and the environmental parameter, a first
voltage signal and a second voltage signal that have a
phase difference therebetween; and

a readout module including:

a first delay-locked loop coupled to said sensing mod-
ule for receiving the first and second voltage signals
therefrom, and configured to output a lagged one of
the first and second voltage signals to serve as a third
voltage signal, and to delay the other one of the first
and second voltage signals by a calibration period
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associated with a predetermined value of the envi-
ronmental parameter to output a fourth voltage sig-
nal; and

a readout circuit disposed to receive the input voltage
signal, coupled to said first delay-locked loop for
receiving the third and fourth voltage signals there-
from, and configured to convert a phase difference
between the third and fourth voltage signals, according
to the input voltage signal, into the output code when
said readout module operates in a normal operation
mode.

2. The readout system according to claim 1, wherein said
readout module is further configured to selectively operate
in a calibration mode where said readout module makes the
calibration period equal the phase difference between the
first and second voltage signals so that the third and fourth
voltage signals are in-phase.

3. The readout system according to claim 2, wherein:

said first delay-locked loop is further configured to gen-
erate a calibration indication signal that indicates
whether or not said readout module operates in the
calibration mode;

said readout module further includes a monitoring circuit
coupled to said first delay-locked loop for receiving the
calibration indication signal, the third voltage signal
and the fourth voltage signal therefrom, and is config-
ured to:
when the calibration indication signal indicates that

said readout module does not operate in the calibra-
tion mode, determine whether or not a variation of
the environmental parameter falls within a predeter-
mined variation range according to the third and
fourth voltage signals,

generate a wakeup signal causing said readout module
to operate in a power-saving mode when determining
that the variation of the environmental parameter
falls within the predetermined variation range, and

generate the wakeup signal causing said readout mod-
ule to operate in the normal operation mode when
otherwise;

said readout circuit is further coupled to said monitoring
circuit for receiving the wakeup signal therefrom, and
is further configured to refrain from converting the
phase difference between the third and fourth voltage
signals into the output code when said readout module
operates in the power-saving mode.

4. The readout system according to claim 3, wherein said

monitoring circuit includes:

a second delay-locked loop coupled to said first delay-
locked loop for receiving the third and fourth voltage
signals therefrom, and configured to output the third
voltage signal to serve as a fifth voltage signal, and to
delay the fourth voltage signal by a monitoring period
associated with the phase difference between the third
and fourth voltage signals to output a sixth voltage
signal; and

a detecting unit including:

a first delay circuit coupled to said second delay-locked
loop for receiving the fifth voltage signal therefrom,
and configured to delay the fifth voltage signal by a
predetermined first delay period to output a delayed
fifth voltage signal;

a second delay circuit coupled to said second delay-
locked loop for receiving the sixth voltage signal
therefrom, and configured to delay the sixth voltage
signal by a predetermined second delay period to
output a delayed sixth voltage signal;
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a first flip-flop having a reset terminal coupled to said
first delay-locked loop for receiving the calibration
indication signal therefrom, a clock terminal coupled
to said first delay circuit for receiving the delayed
fifth voltage signal therefrom, a data terminal
coupled to said second delay-locked loop for receiv-
ing the sixth voltage signal therefrom, and an output
terminal;

a second flip-flop having a reset terminal coupled to
said first delay-locked loop for receiving the calibra-
tion indication signal therefrom, a clock terminal
coupled to said second delay circuit for receiving the
delayed sixth voltage signal therefrom, a data termi-
nal coupled to said second delay-locked loop for
receiving the fifth voltage signal therefrom, and an
output terminal; and

a NAND gate having a first input terminal and a second
input terminal respectively coupled to said output
terminals of said first and second flip-flops, and an
output terminal disposed to output the wakeup sig-
nal; and

wherein the predetermined variation range for the varia-

tion of the environmental parameter is associated with
the predetermined first and second delay periods.

5. The readout system according to claim 4, wherein said
second delay-locked loop includes:
a delay circuit disposed to receive a control signal that

indicates the monitoring period, coupled to said first
delay-locked loop for receiving the fourth voltage
signal therefrom, and configured to generate the sixth
voltage signal according to the fourth voltage signal
and the control signal;

a phase detector coupled to said first delay-locked loop for

receiving the third voltage signal therefrom to serve as
the fifth voltage signal, coupled to said delay circuit for
receiving the sixth voltage signal therefrom, and con-
figured to generate a phase detection signal according
to phases of the fifth and sixth voltage signals; and

a determining unit coupled to said phase detector for

receiving the phase detection signal therefrom, and
configured to adjust the monitoring period according to
the phase detection signal until the phase detection
signal indicates that the fifth and sixth voltage signals
are in-phase, and to generate the control signal that is
provided to said delay circuit and that indicates the
monitoring period thus adjusted.

6. The readout system according to claim 1, wherein said
sensing module includes:
a resistor having a first terminal disposed to receive the

input voltage signal that serves as the second voltage
signal, and a second terminal;

a capacitor coupled between said second terminal of said

resistor and a reference node, and having a capacitance
associated with the environmental parameter; and

a comparator having an input terminal coupled to said

second terminal of said resistor, and being configured
to output the first voltage signal.

7. The readout system according to claim 1, wherein said

60 first delay-locked loop is configured to selectively operate in

65

a calibration mode, and includes:
a delay circuit disposed to receive a control signal that

indicates the calibration period, coupled to said sensing
module for receiving the second voltage signal there-
from, and configured to generate the fourth voltage
signal according to the second voltage signal and the
control signal;
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a phase detector coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first voltage signal therefrom to serve as
the third voltage signal, coupled to said delay circuit for
receiving the fourth voltage signal therefrom, and con-
figured to generate a phase detection signal according
to phases of the third and fourth voltage signals; and

a determining unit coupled to said phase detector for
receiving the phase detection signal therefrom, and
configured to adjust the calibration period according to
the phase detection signal until the phase detection
signal indicates that the third and fourth voltage signals
are in-phase when said readout module operates in the
calibration mode, and to generate the control signal that
is provided to said delay circuit and that indicates the
calibration period thus adjusted in the calibration mode.

8. The readout system according to claim 7, the environ-
mental parameter being one of a temperature and a humidity
of an environment in which said sensing module is located,
wherein said sensing module includes:

a resistor having a first terminal disposed to receive the
input voltage signal that serves as the second voltage
signal, and a second terminal;

a capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
resistor, and having a capacitance associated with the
environmental parameter; and

a comparator having an input terminal coupled to said
second terminal of said resistor, and being configured
to output the first voltage signal.

9. The readout system according to claim 1, wherein said

sensing module includes:

a first resistor having a first terminal disposed to receive
the input voltage signal, and a second terminal;

a first capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
first resistor, and having a capacitance associated with
the environmental parameter;

a first comparator has an input terminal coupled to said
second terminal of said first resistor, and configured to
output the first voltage signal;

a second resistor having a first terminal disposed to
receive the input voltage signal, and a second terminal;

a second capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
second resistor, and having a capacitance associated
with the environmental parameter; and

a second comparator having an input terminal coupled to
said second terminal of said second resistor, and being
configured to output the second voltage signal.

10. The readout system according to claim 9, wherein said
readout module is further configured to generate a phase
indication signal that indicates a relationship between phases
of the first and second voltage signals.

11. The readout system according to claim 1, wherein said
first delay-locked loop is configured to selectively operate in
a calibration mode, and includes:

a first phase detector coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first and second voltage signals there-
from, and configured to generate a phase indication
signal that indicates a relationship between phases of
the first and second voltage signals;

a first multiplexer coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first and second voltage signals there-
from, coupled to said first phase detector for receiving
the phase indication signal therefrom, and configured to
output the lagged one of the first and second voltage
signals to serve as the third voltage signal according to
the phase indication signal;

a second multiplexer coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first and second voltage signals there-
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from, coupled to said first phase detector for receiving
the phase indication signal therefrom, and configured to
output the other one of the first and second voltage
signals to serve as a phase-lead signal according to the
phase indication signal;

a delay circuit disposed to receive a control signal that
indicates the calibration period, coupled to said second
multiplexer for receiving the phase-lead signal there-
from, and configured to generate the fourth voltage
signal according to the phase-lead signal and the con-
trol signal;

a second phase detector coupled to said first multiplexer
and said delay circuit for respectively receiving the
third and fourth voltage signals therefrom, and config-
ured to generate a phase detection signal according to
phases of the third and fourth voltage signals; and

a determining unit coupled to said phase detector for
receiving the phase detection signal therefrom, and
configured to determine the calibration period accord-
ing to the phase detection signal when said readout
module operates in the calibration mode, and to gen-
erate the control signal that is provided to said delay
circuit and that indicates the calibration period deter-
mined in the calibration mode.

12. The readout system according to claim 11, the envi-

ronmental parameter being an acceleration component
applied to said sensing module, wherein said sensing mod-
ule includes:

a first resistor having a first terminal disposed to receive
the input voltage signal, and a second terminal;

a first capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
first resistor, and having a capacitance associated with
the environmental parameter;

a first comparator coupled to said second terminal of said
first resistor, and configured to output the first voltage
signal;

a second resistor having a first terminal disposed to
receive the input voltage signal, and a second terminal;

a second capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
second resistor, and having a capacitance associated
with the environmental parameter; and

a second comparator coupled to said second terminal of
said second resistor, and configured to output the
second voltage signal; and

wherein the capacitance of one of said first and second
capacitors being positively correlated to the environ-
mental parameter, and the capacitance of the other one
of said first and second capacitors being negatively
correlated to the environmental parameter.

13. The readout system according to claim 1, wherein said

readout circuit includes:

an XOR gate having a first input terminal and a second
input terminal both coupled to said first delay-locked
loop for respectively receiving the third and fourth
voltage signals therefrom, and an output terminal;

an AND gate having a first input terminal disposed to
receive the input voltage signal, a second input terminal
coupled to said output terminal of said XOR gate, and
an output terminal;

a digital controlled oscillator coupled to said output
terminal of said AND gate, and configured to generate
or not generate an oscillating signal according to a
signal at said output terminal of said AND gate; and

a counter disposed to receive the input voltage signal,
coupled to said digital controlled oscillator for receiv-
ing the oscillating signal therefrom, and configured to
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generate the output code according to the input voltage

signal and the oscillating signal.

14. A readout system for generating an output code
associated with an environmental parameter, said readout
system comprising:

a sensing module disposed to receive an input voltage
signal and configured to sense the environmental
parameter, and to generate, according to the input
voltage signal and the environmental parameter, a first
voltage signal and a second voltage signal that have a
phase difference therebetween; and

a readout module including:

a readout circuit disposed to receive the input voltage
signal and a wakeup signal, coupled to said sensing
module for receiving the first and second voltage
signals therefrom, and configured to convert or not
covert the phase difference between the first and
second voltage signals into the output code accord-
ing to the wakeup signal; and

a monitoring circuit coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first and second voltage signals there-
from, and is configured to generate the wakeup signal
according to the first and second voltage signals.

15. The readout system according to claim 14, wherein

said monitoring circuit is configured to:

determine whether or not a variation of the environmental
parameter falls within a predetermined variation range
according to the first and second voltage signals,

generate the wakeup signal causing said readout module
to operate in a power-saving mode when determining
that the variation of the environmental parameter falls
within the predetermined variation range, and

generate the wakeup signal causing said readout module
to operate in a normal operation mode when otherwise.

16. The readout system according to claim 15, wherein the
first voltage signal lags the second voltage signal, and said
monitoring circuit includes:

a delay-locked loop coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first and second voltage signals there-
from, and configured to output the first voltage signal
to serve as a third voltage signal, and to delay the
second voltage signal by a monitoring period associ-
ated with the phase difference between the first and
second voltage signals to output a fourth voltage signal;
and

a detecting unit including:

a first delay circuit coupled to said delay-locked loop
for receiving the third voltage signal therefrom, and
configured to delay the third voltage signal by a
predetermined first delay period to output a delayed
third voltage signal;

a second delay circuit coupled to said delay-locked
loop for receiving the fourth voltage signal there-
from, and configured to delay the fourth voltage
signal by a predetermined second delay period to
output a delayed fourth voltage signal;

a first flip-flop having a clock terminal coupled to said
first delay circuit for receiving the delayed third
voltage signal, a data terminal coupled to said delay-
locked loop for receiving the fourth voltage signal
therefrom, and an output terminal;

a second flip-flop having a clock terminal coupled to
said second delay circuit for receiving the delayed
fourth voltage signal, a data terminal coupled to said
delay-locked loop for receiving the third voltage
signal therefrom, and an output terminal; and
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a NAND gate having a first input terminal and a second
input terminal respectively coupled to said output
terminals of said first and second flip-flops, and an
output terminal disposed to output the wakeup sig-
nal; and

wherein the predetermined variation range for the varia-
tion of the environmental parameter is associated with
the predetermined first and second delay periods.

17. The readout system according to claim 16, wherein

% said delay-locked loop includes:

a delay circuit disposed to receive a control signal that
indicates the monitoring period, coupled to said sensing
module for receiving the second voltage signal there-
from, and configured to generate the fourth voltage
signal according to the second voltage signal and the
control signal;

a phase detector coupled to said sensing module for
receiving the first voltage signal therefrom to serve as
the third voltage signal, coupled to said delay circuit for
receiving the fourth voltage signal therefrom, and con-
figured to generate a phase detection signal according
to phases of the third and fourth voltage signals; and

a determining unit coupled to said phase detector for
receiving the phase detection signal therefrom, and
configured to adjust the monitoring period according to
the phase detection signal until the phase detection
signal indicates that the third and fourth voltage signals
are in-phase, and to generate the control signal that is
provided to said delay circuit and that indicates the
monitoring period thus adjusted.

18. The readout system according to claim 14, wherein

said sensing module includes:

a resistor having a first terminal disposed to receive the
input voltage signal that serves as the second voltage
signal, and a second terminal;

a capacitor coupled between said second terminal of said
resistor and a reference node, and having a capacitance
associated with the environmental parameter; and

a comparator having an input terminal coupled to said
second terminal of said resistor, and configured to
output the first voltage signal.

19. The readout system according to claim 18, the envi-
ronmental parameter being one of a temperature and a
humidity of an environment in which said sensing module is
located.

20. The readout system according to claim 14, wherein
said sensing module includes:

a first resistor having a first terminal disposed to receive

the input voltage signal, and a second terminal;

a first capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
first resistor, and having a capacitance associated with
the environmental parameter;

a first comparator coupled to said second terminal of said
first resistor, and configured to output a first interme-
diate signal;

a second resistor having a first terminal disposed to
receive the input voltage signal, and a second terminal;

a second capacitor coupled to said second terminal of said
second resistor, and having a capacitance associated
with the environmental parameter;

a second comparator coupled to said second terminal of
said second resistor, and configured to output a second
intermediate signal;

a phase detector coupled to said first and second com-
parators for respectively receiving the first and second
intermediate signals therefrom, and configured to gen-
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erate a phase indication signal that indicates a relation-
ship between phases of the first and second intermedi-
ate signals;

a first multiplexer coupled to said first and second com-
parators for respectively receiving the first and second
voltage signals therefrom, coupled to said phase detec-
tor for receiving the phase indication signal therefrom,
and configured to output the lagged one of the first and
second intermediate signals to serve as the first voltage
signal according to the phase indication signal;

a second multiplexer coupled to said first and second
comparators for respectively receiving the first and
second intermediate signals therefrom, coupled to said
phase detector for receiving the phase indication signal
therefrom, and configured to output the other one of the
first and second intermediate signals to serve as the
second voltage signal according to the phase indication
signal.

21. The readout system according to claim 20, the envi-
ronmental parameter being an acceleration component
applied to said sensing module, wherein the capacitance of
one of said first and second capacitors being positively
correlated to the environmental parameter, and the capaci-
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tance of the other one of said first and second capacitors
being negatively correlated to the environmental parameter.
22. The readout system according to claim 14, wherein
said readout circuit includes:
an XOR gate having a first input terminal and a second

input terminal both coupled to said sensing module for
respectively receiving the first and second voltage
signals therefrom, and an output terminal;

an AND gate having a first input terminal disposed to

receive the input voltage signal, a second input terminal
coupled to said output terminal of said XOR gate, and
an output terminal;

a digital controlled oscillator coupled to said monitoring

circuit for receiving the wakeup signal therefrom,
coupled to said output terminal of said AND gate, and
configured to generate or not generate an oscillating
signal according to the wakeup signal and a signal at
said output terminal of said AND gate; and

a counter disposed to receive the input voltage signal,

coupled to said digital controlled oscillator for receiv-
ing the oscillating signal, and configured to generate
the output code according to the input voltage signal
and the oscillating signal.
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